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BOSTON LETTER. 



Mr. A. R. Valentien, Mr. M. A. Daly, Mr. K. Shirayamadani, Mr. 
A. Van Briggle and Mr. J. D. Wareham, decorators at Rookwood, make 
an exhibit of twenty pieces of pottery with a new treatment of decoration 
in flat mass with beautiful linework. There is no sensation but of pleas- 
ure upon finding this pottery among other works of art, which one gladly 
foregoes classifying as " minor art " or " fine art." 

J. H. Gest, 
Assistant Director, Cincinnati Art Museum. 




PEARL ClyOUDS, MOONLIGHT, BY EDWARD F. ROOK. 
Purchased by the Cincinnati Museum Association. (See page 213.) 






BOSTON LETTER. 

BOSTONIANS are fortunate in having always with them two per- 
manent exhibitions of paintings, though there is a change in the 
collections from time to time. The Boston Museum of Fine Arts is the 
first of these, and its summer exhibition of new accessions continues 
open until autumn. Two important gifts are comprised in this collec- 
tion : One — two hundred and sixty-four engravings from the works of 
the old masters ; the other — sixty etchings by Frank Short. Mr. Short 
shows himself an artist of positively excellent qualities in his mezzotints 
and aquatints. He chooses for subjects the harbors, inlets, rivers of 
southern England and Holland. Some of his mezzotints are "Solway 
Fishers, " " Putney Bridge, " ' ' The Weary Moon is on the Wane. ' ' The 
aquatints "The Curfew," "Evening, Rye Pier," are satisfying to one's 
sense. The last is an exquisite tone picture. 
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Some other acquisitions to be exhibited at the Museum are one of 
Diirer's dry-points, "St. Jerome by the Willow Tree"; six etchings by 
Ludolf Bakhuysen ; a dry-point by J. Alden Weir, and a copy of Flax- 
man's outlines for the " Divina Commedia." 

The Jordan Art Exhibit was founded by one of the large department 
stores, and it is doing a good work for art by bringing to the attention of 
thousands, who would otherwise never see them, the works of some of the 
finest modern artists. The collection at present is made from the best 
of the pictures exhibited by the Society of American Artists, and these 
being hung to show each at its best and to make all aid each other, 
give a most pleasing effect to artists and to those who simply like pic- 
tures. The collection before this was of pictures from the Salon, and 
included a Corot, a Meissonier, Abbema and other famous painters. This 
collection was sold at auction in the spring, bringing fair prices. 

A syndicate has had some pictures with noted names to float them 
on exhibition here all summer. Among them is a Turner which lacks 
the coloring associated with the Turners in the National Gallery. A 
Hogarth, "The Masked Ball," bears more marks of the reputed artist's 
individuality. 

Four great nudes are shown by this syndicate, and of these the most 
remarkable is De Marini's " Francesca da Rimini," showing the lovers- 
clasped in each other's arms as they float through the air. The pecul- 
iarity of this work is that the artist painted it without blending his colors, 
but using tiny dots of red, green and blue so close together that the eye 
sees them as a whole of dead whiteness. The picture has attracted much 
attention. Koroskofsky's "Judith," "The Temptation of St. An- 
thony," by Aime* Morot, and "Nana at the Bath," by Ballavoine, are 
-the other nudes. 

j* * 

Robert C. Woodberry, formerly a student of the Boston Normal Art 
School, who has been studying at the Julian Academy in Paris, after six 
months' work there has a painting accepted and hung in the Paris Salon 
this year. Another Boston student represented at the Paris Salon is 
Louis Kronberg, who won the Longfellow scholarship three years ago. 
He has a painting of Loie Fuller and a nude hung in the Salon this year. 

D. M. Morreu,. 



